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Iran in reality
Western grad visits family after controversial summer election
By CHRISTINA HOWERTON | news@chherald.com

Protests, violence and riots
were some of the words Kathy
Boka, a 2008 Western graduate, heard and saw on her TV
and computer screens about
the election in Iran just before
she and her mother traveled to
Tehran, the capital city, to visit
family in July.
Those scary words, along with
suggestions from friends that
she stay in the U.S., made Boka
wonder if she should still go.
But, whenever they could,
her family members in Tehran
told her it was safe to visit.
And her family in Bowling
Green trusted that their relatives in Iran would make sure
the visit went smoothly, said
Keyana Boka, Kathy Boka’s sister, a senior at Bowling Green
High School.
“I remember telling our
neighbors her summer plans
and they were doubtful about
it,” Keyana Boka said.
Kathy Boka decided to go
ahead with the trip. She boarded a plane in Nashville bound
for Houston, Texas, then Dubai
and, finally, Tehran.
What she saw when she arrived surprised her.
“The media was very forceful in saying, ‘Oh, all this stuff
is going on,’ but really, in reality,
nothing was going on,” Kathy
Boka said.
She said the protests and violence the world saw through
the media lasted for a few
days instead of the weeks it
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seemed like.
After the re-election of Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on June 12, people
of all ages and backgrounds
took to the streets in Iran to
voice their opinions about the
election, said Soleiman Kiasatpour, a political science associate professor at Western who
teaches about Middle Eastern

politics and has lived in Iran.
Iranian officials announced
that Ahmadinejad had won
with about 63 percent of the
vote against his reformist opponent, Mir Hossein Mousavi,
according to the BBC.
See IRAN, page 5

Study: Web classes work Where's the turkey?
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As online classes at Western
continue rising in number, a recent study suggests students’
performances are rising with
them.
A report on online education,
conducted by SRI International
for the U.S. Department of Education, suggests that students
participating in online learning
performed better on tests than
those receiving face-to-face instruction.
But some Western students
and professors are skeptical
about the research.
The study showed that students taking all or most of their
courses online averaged higher
scores on performance tests
than those in classrooms.
Stephen Lile, a Western economics professor, said he’s familiar with studies showing online classes produce better test
scores, but he questions their
accuracy.
“There are so many vari-

Students enrolled in
online classes at Western

2005-06

news@chherald.com

ables that it is difficult to judge
the impact of online classes,” he
said. “It muddies the water.”
Lile, who teaches courses online and in the classroom, said
he would discourage students
from taking online courses.
“You are missing out on 40
hours of in-class instruction and
discussion,” he said.
Western’s online enrollment
jumped up about 172 percent
from the 2004-2005 school year
to the 2008-2009 school year,
according to Cindy Troutman,
distance learning coordinator.
Western added 57 courses
this year to the online options,
making a total of 284 courses
offered overall, Troutman said.
“The quality of learning in
these programs is as good as
it is face-to-face, but it allows
people more flexibility,” she
said.
Campbellsville senior Jaclyn
Hardesty took a psychology
class online last semester and
ended up with an A.
“You definitely get a better
education in the classroom,”

2004-05

By COLLEEN STEWART

Source: Cindy Troutman,
Distance Learning Coordinator.
284 courses were offered
this semester. 405 classes
were offered this semester.

she said. “People think that it
will be easier because you get
to do things on your own time,
but what they don’t tell you is
that ‘own time’ is hard to maintain.”
Universities across the nation use interactive and social
networking programs such as
Blackboard and Second Life, a
See ONLINE, page 5

By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

Students met a meal plan
with a makeover this semester
after several campus restaurants
changed their meal plans options, leaving some students unhappy.
The total number of meal
plan options increased, though,
said Tim Colley, director of Dining Services.
Last year, students could dine
on any of 50 meal plan options,
but this year, there are 56, he
said.
DaVinci’s, a new cafe in
Snell Hall that opened this semester, and Popeye’s, which
previously didn’t have meal
plan options, brought in those
additional meal plans, he
said.
Other restaurants have added,
altered or done away with some
of their meal plan options, Colley said.
There are always yearly adjustments to the food services on
campus, but there aren’t always

as many changes to the meal
plan options as there were this
year, he said.
Bene Pasta now has a baked
pasta option, although only one
vegetable choice is included as
part of the meal plan. Before,
diners could get two veggie
choices with a meal plan, Colley
said.
Bene Pizzeria in Garrett Food
Court now allows meal plan
holders to get a second slice of
pizza or a side salad instead of
the one slice of pizza as in the
past, he said.
Grille Works in the Garrett
Food Court has the same number
of meal plan options as before,
but some of the choices have
changed due to availability and
prices, Colley said.
At Subway, the turkey and
veggie patty sandwiches got
kicked off the meal plan when
Subway officials restructured the
restaurant’s menu, making those
two sandwiches pricier, Colley
said.
See TURKEY, page 5
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■ NEWS BRIEF
Thirteen students
assumed to have
swine flu

Western’s Health Services
is encouraging everyone
on campus to take extra
precautions now that there
are assumed cases of H1N1
influenza, or swine flu, on
campus.
There were 13 cases as of
Wednesday evening.
They're assumed cases
because the Center for Disease Control and Prevention
is no longer accepting swab
samples from suspected
swine flu cases, meaning
those cases can’t be confirmed, said Terri Cunningham, marketing coordinator
for Health Services.
When a student is found
to have Flu A and not Flu
B, the typical flu, Western
health officials assume those
patients have contracted
swine flu.
Health Services met with
various campus departments, including personnel in
the President’s Office, Media
Relations and Environmental
Health and Safety, to discuss
plans in case of a massive
outbreak later in the semester, Cunningham said.
The swine flu is extremely
contagious and everyone
should use hand sanitizer
where available and exercise
proper hygiene, especially in
computer labs, she said.
The 13 people suspected to have the swine flu
received medical care and a
CDC “Take 3” Steps To Fight
The Flu brochure, Cunningham said.
Go to www.wkuherald.
com for more on this story.

CRIME REPORTS

■ A female reported
on Sept. 2 that a white,
middle-aged male with
blonde hair exposed his
genitals to her in the Grise
Hall rear staircase.
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friday
EVENTS
National Corvette Museum 15th
Anniversary Celebration
9 a.m. at the National Corvette Museum
350 Corvette Dr.
Bowling Green Hot Rods
7 p.m. at the Bowling Green Ballpark, 300 E. 8th Ave.
Concert on the square
7 to 9 p.m. downtown
Stock car racing
8 p.m. at Beech Bend Raceway, 798 Beech Bend Park Road

The Herald publishes a weekend
calendar every Friday. Send your
post request by noon Thursday
to calendar@chherald.com.

Music
68/80 Rock & Blues Band
9 p.m. at 440 Main, 440 E. Main St.
Kenny Lee and T-Martell
10 p.m. at Overtime, 773 Bakerfields Way
Clay Powell
10 p.m. at Tidball’s, near State St. and East Main St.

saturday
EVENTS
Bowling Green Farmers’ Market
all day on Scottsville Road in front of Hobby
Lobby
Sky Farmers’ Market
7 a.m. to 12 p.m. in The Medical Center parking
lot, 250 Park St.
Corsair Artisan Distillery tours
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 400 E. Main St.
Bowling Green Hot Rods
7 p.m. at the Bowling Green Ballpark, 300 E. 8th Ave.
Music
John Sutton Band
8:30 p.m. at 440 Main, 440 E. Main St.
DJ Constant
10 p.m. at Entourage Lounge, 935 College St.
Jam Central Station
10 p.m. at Overtime, 773 Bakerfields Way.

sunday
Drag racing
Noon at Beech Bend Raceway, 798 Beech Bend Park
Road
Applefest! apple picking
1 to 6 p.m. at Jackson’s Orchard, 1280 Slim Island Road
Corn hole tournament
5 p.m. at Overtime, 773 Bakerfields Way
Bowling Green Hot Rods
5 p.m. at the Bowling Green Ballpark, 300 E. 8th Ave.

Expecting Visitors?
Don’t forget the
parking permits!

e.

BG
WKND

Permits available at
Parking & Transportation
Services
(270)745-2361
www.wku.edu/transportation
or
WKU Welcome Center

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

For instant news
and updates,
follow the Herald
on twitter
@wkuherald

Become a fan of the College
Heights Herald on facebook.
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us at the new

SEPTEMBER 4, 2009

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

3

Smiley nominates brother
By SHAKIA HARRIS
news@chherald.com

ALBERT CESARE/HERALD

Jessica Bowen and roommate Rachel Milby, both seniors from Elizabethtown, laugh as they
watch the “Office."

Back to the beginning
By TARA BILBY & SPENCER JENKINS | news@chherald.com
On Saturday, Berea junior Cory Jones,
along with many other upperclassmen, joined
the thousands of students who had already arrived at Western.
A new year of learning and experiences
awaited them. For some, moving into the
dorms set off worries about the year to come.
For others, it meant a brand new start.
Jones, a civil engineering major, is worried about how much harder his classes will
be.
“I’m really starting to stress over my
classes — they’re more focused on my area
of study and aren’t just general education re-

For more of this story visit

WKUHERALD.COM
quirement classes,” Jones said.
Louisville sophomore Mark Riddell has a
different worry.
Riddell has to cut back on expenses, including the money he spends on smoking.
He said his parents are in the housing
market, an industry left struggling by the
economy.
“This year, I am applying for jobs so I can
have some spending money,” Riddell said.

SGA President Kevin
Smiley and his chief of
staff nominee share the
same hometown and the
same last name — after all,
they’re brothers.
Kevin Smiley announced Danville sophomore Eric Smiley as his
chief of staff nominee at
the Student Government
Association’s
Tuesday
meeting, a move that’s
raising ethical questions
among some students.
The SGA constitution
outlines the chief of staff
position as a paid voting
position on the SGA executive cabinet that advises
and assists other cabinet
members.
Kevin Smiley said his
brother has no SGA experience, which was one of
the reasons he chose him
— he has no previous po-

litical agenda.
He said he knew people
would question the nomination, but the chief of
staff position is different
from other positions.
“The point of the position is to be my chief advisor,” he said. “Even if it
wasn’t Eric, it could only
be a few other people. I
chose him because he’s
somebody I truly trust and
he’s somebody who will
tell it like it is.”
Bowling Green senior
Skylar Baker-Jordan, former SGA executive vice
president, said he approached a few senators
after the Tuesday senate
meeting.
“I think it’s a horrible
decision and a betrayal of
the student body,” he said
of the nomination. “Even
though it’s not done with
sinister intentions, the decision itself is completely
unethical.”

Justin Thurman, SGA
administrative vice president, said Eric Smiley is
already completing office
hours.
“I believe that if Kevin
thinks Eric is qualified,
then it shouldn’t matter
if they’re related or not,”
Thurman said.
Bowling Green freshman Natasha Long said
she was concerned about
Eric Smiley’s qualifications, but she’s confident
that senators will make the
right decision.
Eric Smiley said he
hopes people look past the
family relation and get to
know him as a person so
they can see what he has
to offer.
SGA members will vote
on all nominations at their
Sept. 8 meeting at 5 p.m.
in Downing University
Center Room 305. A twothirds majority is needed
to approve a nomination.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

From the bottom up
Western's faculty members need a serious boost
The issue: The results of last spring’s faculty wellness
survey indicate the morale of Western’s faculty members
has reached an unsettling low point.
Our view: Western needs to keep looking at ways to improve faculty morale and not minimalize the negative impact it could have on the university’s academic reputation.
Morale is the classic example of a double-edged sword.
When it’s high, morale can motivate lukewarm fans to
will their team to victory or provide the boost a stagnant
business needs to rake in record profits.
On the other hand, sports seasons have been ruined
by low team morale and vacations have been wrecked by
collective unhappiness.
After an economic downturn slashed educational
funding across the board, President Gary Ransdell now
finds himself at the bottom end of that scale looking up.
It’s not going to be easy raising the spirits of disgruntled faculty and staff members, but it’s a battle that will
be crucial for the continued success of the university.
The Herald feels that poor communication between
the administration and faculty members is the biggest
ongoing reason for the low morale.
Both sides are so busy trying to set each other up as
the antagonist that they fail to realize they share a common goal: pursuing a solution that’s best for Western and
its students.
Ransdell’s campus-wide listening tour is a great first
step toward fixing a very delicate and complicated issue.

To help ensure its effectiveness, both Ransdell and the
faculty must remember their responsibilities going into
each session of the tour.
Faculty members must remember to be patient and
keep an open mind when attending their session.
Like Ransdell said, Western’s facing a financial crisis
that’s forcing the university to “live within its means”
right now.
Translation: It’s going to take some time to work out
financial concerns.
On the flip side, Ransdell needs to toss out his talking
points and make every session an open discussion from
the first minute.
He should also avoid oversimplifying the situation
and instead use the sessions as an opportunity to learn
what other factors have contributed to this issue.
The Herald believes that low morale can be a shortterm problem if the administration places the appropriate
emphasis on working out a mutually agreeable solution.
Allowing the issue to stagnate will only turn away
new professors who’ve heard of Western’s negative reputation concerning faculty morale.
Once his listening tour is completed, Ransdell must
keep the lines of communication that he’s established
open and tuned into the concerns of faculty members.
It will also be important to keep students in the loop
on any course of action the university decides to pursue.
The upward climb will be slow, but making the necessary strides will ensure that professors can continue to be
the mentors their students need them to be.
For all the exciting things happening on campus, it

would be a shame to let low spirits amongst the faculty
ruin such an exciting time at Western.
And for those who think that could never happen, just
remember: “The Spirit Makes the Master.”
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald’s 11-member editorial board.

COMMENTARY

Nepotism has no place in student government

Nepotism: a noun which, according to
Merriam-Webster, means “favoritism (as
in appointment to a job) based on kinship.”
Nepotism is frowned upon by much of society, yet practiced regularly in employment:
especially within small businesses, appropriately dubbed “family businesses.”
In the private sector, nepotism has benefits and consequences. However, when
doling out public jobs, nepotism is not only
taboo, but in some cases illegal. In fact, according to the National Conference of State
Legislatures, Kentucky law prohibits nepotism in the General Assembly, and many
major corporations have human resource
policies prohibiting hiring or directly supervising family members.
Nepotism is, outside of small family
businesses, unethical and has no place at our
university. Yet if Student Government Association President Kevin Smiley gets his
way, the student body will turn a blind eye
to his own blatant nepotism and cronyism.
At Tuesday night’s SGA Senate meeting,
Kevin Smiley nominated his brother Eric
Smiley to be chief of staff. The chief of staff
position is a paid position, receiving $550

of student money
per semester. For
Kevin Smiley to
appoint his own
brother to a paid
position is not only
questionable, it is
blatantly wrong.
This might be
understandable if
Skylar BakerEric Smiley were
Jordan
well-qualified or
Former executive vice had previous SGA
president, SGA
experience.
He
Bowling Green senior does not. Indeed,
Eric Smiley has
never served a day
in SGA. There were applicants for the chief
of staff position who had SGA experience,
who knew the organization well and were
highly qualified. Eric Smiley’s only qualification is his last name.
In April 2008, when Kevin Smiley ran
his unsuccessful campaign for executive
vice president against Kayla Shelton, he
was one of the senators who railed against
former SGA President Jeanne Johnson’s ap-

pointment of her boyfriend-turned-husband
Brian Fisher as chief justice. (Granted, he
didn’t oppose Mr. Fisher’s nomination when
it happened and didn’t speak out about it until he made it an issue in the election.) Last
semester, when Kevin Smiley campaigned
against Shelton, who was by then SGA
president, he ran on a platform that, essentially, denounced his opponent’s administration as consisting of nothing more than her
drinking buddies.
Kevin Smiley defeated Shelton in the
last election, no doubt in part because of
his accusations of cronyism. So for him
to appoint his younger brother to the
highest-ranking staff position in SGA is
rich.
Kevin promised that his cabinet would
be diverse, and while the nominees Tuesday were the least diverse SGA has seen
in years, he did at least appoint one Greek
to his cabinet, which he had promised to
do. However, the fact that the Greek appointee is his brother negates the promise
to diversify the cabinet at all. Down the
list, Kevin Smiley’s cabinet appointments
are friends and political supporters — for

example, his nominee for director of academic and student affairs, Aaron Pawley,
is the high school best friend of Executive
Vice President Kendrick Bryan. Yes, some
of the nominees are qualified, but it’s odd
that not a single vocal supporter of Ms.
Shelton’s made it to the cabinet level, despite Kevin’s promise to work with his opponents. So much for that olive branch we
were all waiting for.
I challenge Kevin Smiley to uphold
his campaign promise and not indulge in
nepotism and cronyism. I hope he will rescind his nomination of Eric Smiley and
search for a truly qualified individual to
fill this important position. Failing that, I
urge the Student Senate to stand up for the
student body — we who elected you —
and not confirm Eric Smiley.
It is my sincerest hope that SGA will
not fall victim to favoritism and that Kevin Smiley will not repeat the same mistakes he accused Ms. Shelton and myself
of making last semester.
This commentary does not represent the
views of the Herald or the university.
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Upscale club
tries new style
By MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com

Downtown
Bowling
Green has its fair share
of dive bars where scatterbrained jukeboxes supply the music and student
regulars spill and swallow
equal amounts of beer.
But Fluid, a new nightclub on State Street, makes
sure to distinguish itself
from other bars,
Executive
Manager
Bill Smrtic said.
“It’s a Fluid
different nightclub
feel than 904 State
when you Street
go to a fluidbg.com
bar somewhere and you kind of stick
to the floor, and you feel
like you have to burn your
clothes and take a shower
when you come home,”
he said. “We wanted to do
something clean and contemporary.”
Since Fluid opened in
June, Smrtic and his wife and
co-owner, Amy, have offered
upscale entertainment every
Tuesday through Saturday
evening starting at 7 p.m.
Weekends at Fluid feature a live disc jockey who
spins an eclectic assortment
of tunes, Bill Smrtic said.
“It’s not just something
you’re going to hear top 40
on the radio,” he said.
A spacious hardwood
floor under a ceiling draped
with white curtains gives
clubgoers a place to dance
in the glow of red, yellow
and purple neon lights.
For clubgoers too timid
to take a spin without a little liquid courage, Fluid has
a custom drink menu featuring a green rum-based

our

This is for all aware and unaware
Muggles.
If you don’t know what Muggles
are, please visit your nearest urban
dictionary or middle school to find
out.
Now, we can begin.
When the sixth part of the Harry
Potter saga manifested itself in movie form this summer, I chose to celebrate the event publicly by wearing
a black, floor-length hooded cape
for the entire week surrounding its
release.
Muggles, or non-magical folk,
do not wear such garments.
I was in Danville working as
a resident assistant for a summer
program with 348 17-year-olds,
all of whom wished they could be
as gloating as I was in my shameless display of Harry Potter fanhood
(they couldn’t leave to get their own
capes).
But this isn’t about my temporary privileges over younger
people. And even though I could
talk about Harry Potter for days
(which was commonplace for me
in July), it’s not about him, either. It is, quite simply, about the
cape.
Have you ever tried wearing a
cape on a day that wasn’t Hallow-

cocktail called “Kryptonite”
and a famous Lemon Drop
Martini, said Amy Smrtic, a
2004 Western graduate.
Bartenders are working
on a custom shot menu, and a
variety of beer and liquor are
also available, she said. Fluid
frequenters have learned to
eat before they come because, as the name suggests,
the club only serves liquids.
On
Tuesdays
and
Wednesdays, Fluid hosts live
bands to offer a more relaxed
environment during the midweek rush, Bill Smrtic said.
But, overall, Fluid has
one goal.
“We’re bringing big city
to Bowling Green,” Amy
Smrtic said.
Guests must be 21 or
older, according to fluidbg.
com. Women get in free
every night, and men get in
free Tuesday and Wednesday nights. There is a $5
cover charge Thursday
through Saturday.
Fluid’s dress code is
“stylishly elegant,” according to fluidbg.com.
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een? Or in a body that wasn’t your
7-year-old self? Have you recently,
for that matter, worn anything that
could be classified as non-Muggle?
I certainly hope that you have.
You see, up until that fateful
Monday morning when I decided
to tie the
cape around
my neck, I
was just going through
the motions
that my job,
my
peers
and my fam- JENNIFER DOOPER
Herald columnist
ily has pre- diversions@chherald.com
scribed for
me. I woke
up when I was supposed to, went
where I was supposed to go and
interacted with people in a pleasant, socially acceptable manner.
Sometimes, I let creativity take the
steering wheel, but I never stepped
outside any lines.
The cape helped me jump clean
over them.
Suddenly people were staring,
asking me questions, even laughing at my not-so-subtle tribute to a
world that, in practical terms only,
did not exist.
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And it was marvelous.
With my cape billowing in the
wind, getting stuck in doors and
covering my unshaven legs, I was
magical. I could play Quidditch
(which I did), act like a witch or
hobble around with my hood covering my eyes like an old hag. I could
be anything. More than that, I could
simply be playful.
The only sad part of this story is
that eventually the cape had to come
off, symbolizing, almost, the end of
my playful summer and the restarting of real life. Once the cape was
packed away I became a college senior and all the decisions that it had
shielded me from zoomed to the
forefront where they’re still hovering menacingly.
Despite the stress of my unmade
choices (where to go, what to do?),
I’ve found that I’m not too worried
— at least not yet — because I still
have it in me to put on the cape.
That is to say, I still have the capacity for play.
And so, as you begin this year at
Western, whether it’s your first or
thirty-first, I invite you to find your
version of a cape and wear it every
now and then. Get lost in your playful self. Let the Muggle within you
be magical.
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OUTSIDE

Continued from SPORTS

“It is really fun because
you can do what you want
out there,” Skinner said.
Hudson said that he
thinks the two have similar personalities, and
he believes Skinner can
learn a lot from Orr outside volleyball as well.
“They were both quiet
kids starting off and very

QUESTIONS
Continued from SPORTS

Defensive coordinator Mike Dietzel doesn’t
have the same fortune.
Dietzel’s defense has
to focus on stopping
Tennessee’s
offense
based mostly on film
from the 20 games that
Kiffin coached with the

SEPTEMBER 4, 2008

SOCCER

reserved until they got in
their comfort zone,” Hudson said.
Orr and Skinner hope
to help the Lady Toppers
get their record above
.500 when they play in
the Indiana UniversityPurdue University Indianapolis Tournament this
weekend.
Hudson said that this
tournament figures to be
the most challenging the
team plays in all year.

The host team, IUPUI,
is undefeated so far this
season, and Miami (OH)
played as an at-large team
in the NCAA tournament
last year. Northwestern
competes in the Big Ten,
which is consistently
known as one of volleyball’s power conferences.
The tournament begins with the Lady Toppers’ game against IUPUI
at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday
in Indianapolis.

Oakland Raiders from
2007-2008, then limit
the variables Kiffin
could have implemented
since his tenure began
with the Volunteers.
“You basically try to
find film from the previous year, wherever that
coach may have been,
and try to get an idea,”
Dietzel said. “They’re
going to be able to throw

some things at you that
maybe they think you
weren’t expecting.”
But the unknowns
aren’t overwhelming Elson, who is entering his
seventh season as head
coach of the Toppers.
“Football’s football,
and they can only put 11
out there, and we can only
put 11 out there,” Elson
said.

Lady Tops eye upset
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

The bruised and battered Lady Toppers hope
to turn a rare break into a
surprising upset.
Coach Jason Neidell
gave his team an extra day
of rest this week because
so many of his players are
dealing with injuries heading into Sunday’s match at
Memphis.
“We’re glad we have
this whole week to practice
and get everyone healthy,”
he said.
All but six of the Lady
Toppers (3-0) have logged
playing time this season,
with 17 different players
making starts.
“We definitely have a
lot of hurt players,” said
senior captain Morgan
Thomas. “We’re definitely trying to get our depth
back.”
Western will travel to
play the Lady Tigers (2-0),
who haven’t allowed a goal
this season and are ranked
No. 25 by Soccer America
magazine.
“They’re definitely an
amazing team,” Thomas

said. “This game is going
to test how hard we’ve
worked and how much
mental toughness we
have.”
Senior captain Rachel
Friedman said the Lady
Toppers have nothing to
lose in a match against a
higher-ranked opponent.
“They’re one of the best
teams we’ll play all season,” she said. “If we win,
it will send a message to
teams throughout the conference that we can play
with anyone and we’re not
scared of anyone.”
Neidell said he believes
a match against a team like
Memphis can only be beneficial to his team.
“It’s great to have this
game earlier in the season,” he said. “They’re a
team that I expect to be in
the NCAA tournament, so
this is a great test for us at
this point of the season to
see where we’re at.”
Neidell said he scheduled the Memphis match
to provide an early test and
hopefully improve Western’s chances of advancing
in the postseason.
“That’s why this game

is there,” Neidell said.
“This game gives us a shot
at an at-large bid in the
(NCAA) tournament if we
don’t win the conference
tournament.”
Friedman said she
doesn’t believe the team
has reached its full potential despite shutting out
two of its three opponents
this season.
“We’ve played good
enough to win so far,
but haven’t really played
well,” she said. “Everyone
needs to be healthy and be
on the same page. We definitely have the ability to
win.”
This is the first of five
straight road games for
the Lady Toppers, whose
27-player roster includes
10 who will face their first
collegiate away match this
weekend.
“We have a lot of freshmen that we have to help
prepare for road games,”
Thomas said. “They don’t
know that it’s tougher on
the road.”
The Lady Toppers will
face Memphis at the Mike
Rose Soccer Complex at 1
p.m. on Sunday.

■ SPORTS BRIEF
Men’s basketball
inks late recruit

Coach Ken McDonald
announced on Wednesday
afternoon the signing of Jamal Crook, the sixth member
of the 2009 recruiting class.
The 6-foot-3, 165-pound
point guard played at Maine
prep school Bridgmont
Academy last season, where
coach Whit Lesure said he
was an “energetic, clever,
crafty, pass-first, unselfish”
player.
Lesure said that the

Our Newest Members:

Sarah Badgley
Jasmine Barber
Samantha Culver
Morgan Denson
Alli Dickerson
Christen Dilliha
Lucy George
Chelsea Goodman
Brooke Guess
Katie Hohadle
Kat Johns
Maggie Lyons
Bree McMurray
Mallory Moore
Craslin Pelly
Emma Pemberton
Camille Ranc
Chelsea Ryan
Anya Shah
Merayn Tackett
Danielle Thurman
Brettne Vasek
Kadi Vilardo
Nickie Williams
Jessica Howard
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been looking at for a while
now, and things just worked
out really well for us,” he
said. “He’s a good kid, and
he’s matured a lot, and I
know he can’t wait to get out
there and help us out.”
He joins an incoming
class that includes freshmen Caden Dickerson,
Jordan Swing and William
Green, and redshirt freshman Jameson Tipping. The
recruiting class also includes
junior transfer Cliff Dixon
and senior transfer Nemanja
Milosevic.
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Louisville native needs to
“toughen his nose some defensively,” but he believes
Crook is ready to compete
for significant playing time
at Western.
Crook played three years
at Ballard High School in
Louisville but transferred to
Las Vegas’s Durango High
School for his senior season.
McDonald said that he
was excited to add a player
of Crook’s caliber, especially
one from the state of Kentucky.
“He’s a player that we’ve
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Coaches say team
ready for FBS play
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

Western’s two years of
transitioning to Division
1-A football have led to
a season of expectations
without restrictions.
The Toppers have a
tangible goal to meet this
fall for the first time in two
years, and senior punter
Jeremy Moore said that the
team is motivated to prove
itself against Sun Belt
Conference competition.
“We’ve been in our
so-called transition, and
now all our ducks are in a
row,” he said. “We’ve got
everything lined up, and I
definitely think we’re right
there ready to compete
with the top of the Sun
Belt.”
Now a full-fledged
member of the Football
Bowl Subdivision, the
Toppers are bowl-eligible
if they win six games, as
are the other 119 teams
competing at college football’s highest level.
They’re also in the
running for the Sun Belt

championship after playing
a limited number of games
against league opponents
for the past two seasons.
Senior wide receiver
Jake Gaebler said completing the transition has gone a
long way in increasing the
team’s anticipation heading
into the 2009 season.
“Having that chance to
play for a championship,
a conference championship and then go to a bowl
game, that’s huge,” Gaebler said. “That puts a lot
of excitement back into the
locker room and back into
the university.”
The Toppers went 9-15
in their two NCAA-mandated transition seasons,
but among those nine
wins, only one was against
an FBS opponent.
Part of the transition
allows for increasing the
talent base and using FBS
status as leverage in recruiting, defensive coordinator Mike Dietzel said.
Western’s 2009 recruiting class was ranked first
in the SBC by Rivals.com.
“We’ve got a great pool
of talent, and with that tal-

ent now, we need to develop that talent,” Dietzel
said. “We have to get them
to understand how to play
disciplined in a lot of instances, but then also be
ready to turn them loose
when we get a chance to
do that.”
Part of Western’s attempt to attract that talent
involved renovations to
Houchens-Smith Stadium,
which were completed late
last season, and a new playing surface was installed in
2009.
Coach David Elson said
that completion of the project has done a lot to lend
stability to the team over
the summer in preparation
for its first full season of
FBS competition.
“There’s so many things
that are different,” Elson
said about the program’s
development. “We’re just
so much better settled —
better prepared, I think.”
The Toppers will play
their first game as an official FBS member at 11
a.m. tomorrow when they
travel to take on Tennessee.

FOOTBALL
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Who to watch
By JONATHAN LINTNER | sports@chherald.com

BRANDON SMITH
Senior
quarterback Brandon Smith
stepped into the spotlight when he was
named
Western’s
starting quarterback
in August. Unknowns
surround Smith’s abilities, as the fifth-year senior has played
in only 12 games in his Western career,
but head coach David Elson said Smith
was the most consistent, precise quarterback among four candidates during
summer camp.

THOMAS MAJORS
Junior linebacker
Thomas Majors fills
the hole left by linebacker Blake Boyd,
who was dismissed
from the team in June.
Majors has two years
of junior college football under his belt, and while he hasn’t
faced anything close to FBS competition, he’s expected to anchor a defense
that expects to start six freshmen and
sophomores.

JAKE GAEBLER
Senior wide receiver Jake Gaebler
is 25 catches from a
school record in career receptions, entering the 2009 season
with 125 after tallying
54 in 2008. Gaebler
will lead Western’s receiving corps this
season as the only senior wideout, and
he said he expects a more seasoned
bunch of Toppers to fare better against
Football Bowl Subdivision opponents
than in years past.

JACK DOYLE
Redshirt
freshman tight end Jack
Doyle’s talent has
expanded Western’s
offense with additional two tight
end sets in 2009.
While massive true
freshman Ed Hazelett figures to be
the long-term solution at tight end,
Doyle carries a year of experience
over the newcomer.

Running back by committee

MAJOR

Continued from page 10

After joining the team
early this summer, Majors
rose from the fourth spot
on the depth chart to the
starting role, which Smith
attributed to Majors’ quick
study of the position.
“He hasn’t been playing
linebacker that long, but
I’m telling you, he’ll hit
you,” Smith said. “He’ll
hit you in the mouth.”
In his second year at
Northwest
Mississippi,
Majors said he began to
attract attention from Tennessee and South Florida.

Unlike most junior college
transfers, Majors re-committed to Western, the university he originally signed
with out of high school.
Majors said much of his
reasoning for re-signing
with the Toppers came
from the differences between how programs were
run at higher-profile programs compared to Western’s approach.
“The coaches care about
your education as well as
you playing on the field,”
Majors said. “It’s not just
a business. I don’t feel like
it’s just a business. It’s a
home environment, a family environment, and that’s

why I really like it.”
According to defensive coordinator Mike
Dietzel, it’s part of Majors’ personality to lead,
and he’s already fitting
into his role as a starting
linebacker and defensive
signal caller.
“He’s got a lot of natural leadership abilities as
a person,” Dietzel said.
“He’s somebody that a lot
of guys look up to. When
you combine his personality with his athleticism with
his football knowledge,
he’s got a good overview
of everything, and he’s
earned a lot of respect because of that.”

A running back by committee commands the Topper backfield
this season. Seniors Tyrell Hayden and Marell Booker and sophomores Bobby Rainey and Braxston Miller expect to split carries,
with Hayden handling most of the workload. Miller is a recent convert from linebacker, and Rainey and Booker suffered injuries late
in camp, but Elson said all three should contribute at Tennessee.

Congratulations Alphas!
Welcome to the first and finest
-Love the sisters of

For Rent

Misc.

Help Wanted

Sentou Dojo. Jujutsu, Kali,
Karate, Women’s Self-Defense,
Muay Thai. 904-4922.
www.bgdojo.com

Help Wanted

For Sale

Misc.

Want to place a Classified Ad? Call Today!
745-2653

Deadline: Tuesday’s Paper: Thurs. 4PM, Friday’s Paper: Tues. 4PM

ONLY $6.00 for first 15 words, $.30 for each additional word

We Accept Mastercard, Visa & Discover Card by phone or just
stop by our new building! (across from MMTH)

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald
screens ads for misleading or false claims but
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use
caution when answering ads, especially when
asked to send money or provide credit card
information The College Heights Herald
is not responsible for the content or validity of
these paid classified ads.

City of Bowling Green Part-Time Positions
Office Assistant II- Cemetery
•
Performs general clerical duties such as preparing letters,
contracts, answering customer questions for the cemetery
administrations office;
•
Meet with families for purchase of graves, schedule funerals
•
High School diploma (or GED) required; with six months of
clerical experience;
•
$7.63/hr.; 20-25 hrs./Wk., Monday-Friday.
Recreation Staff Assistant II
•
Organizes, instructs & coaches indoor/outdoor recreational
activities.
•
Requires ability to obtain CPR and standard first aid
         certifications;
•
30 hrs./Wk., weekend work required; Age 18+;
•
$7.79/hr. plus vacation, sick & holiday leave.
Applications for employment should be obtained at City Hall,
Human Resources Department, 1001 College Street or at
www.bgky.org. Application deadline: September 11, 2009. The
City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a
Drug-Free Workplace.

WKUHERALD.COM
for updates on Saturday's
season opener at Tennessee
before, during and after the
game
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Junior linebacker Thomas Majors was recruited by Western out of high school but spent the past two years at a community college due to eligibility issues.

Major
change
Transfer calling defensive signals
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

Like Western, it’s taken
junior linebacker Thomas Majors two seasons to get where
he wants to be.
Majors was recruited by
Western out of high school,
but eligibility issues led him to
Northwest Mississippi Community College instead.
Two years later, the Nashville native has earned a starting role at linebacker for the
Toppers.
Senior linebacker Taurean
Smith said Majors will command the defense vocally on
the field in 2009.

Tennessee staff
presents questions
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

vs.

“He’s experiencing the role
right now of being a leader,
calling the plays, having the
defense listen to him,” Smith
said. “He’s playing like a superstar — I’ll tell you that.”
Majors has been building
his "superstar" status since the
beginning of his defensive career, having transitioned from
offense to linebacker in high
school.
“There wasn’t really much
to it,” Majors said of learning
defensive schemes. “You’ve
gotta run to the ball, take some
blocks, and I felt I did that
right away.”

Western’s first game as a fullfledged Football Bowl Subdivision opponent will kick off
at 11:21 a.m. (CST) tomorrow
in Knoxville, Tenn.
If you’re watching on TV:
■ WBKO-ABC in Bowling
Green
■ SEC Network, ESPN Regional Television
If you’re going:
■ As of Thursday, game
day is expected to be sunny
with a high of 85 degrees
—weather.com.

See MAJOR, page 9

Western will face
a handful of obstacles
against traditional Southeastern Conference powerhouse Tennessee on
college football’s opening weekend, but with
new head coach Lane
Kiffin at the helm in
Knoxville, the Toppers
are also looking at a lot
of unknowns.
Kiffin is joined by
his father, defensive coordinator Monte Kiffin,
on a coaching staff full
of NFL experience. But
Tennessee doesn’t have
strictly NFL-level talent,
and Western head coach
David Elson said even
he’s not sure what particulars the Volunteers entirely new coaching staff
will employ on Saturday.
“It’s definitely a huge
unknown, because you
just don’t know once
they got in there what
they think about those
players and what their
evaluation is about what
they can and cannot do,”
Elson said. “So we’ll still
spend a lot of time really
just talking about execut-

ing what we do, knowing
that our system should
take care of any potential
surprises they’ll throw at
us.”
Elson said he and the
rest of Western’s staff
examined Lane Kiffin’s
national championshipwinning offenses at
Southern California and
Monte Kiffin’s Tampa 2
Defense from his days
with the Buccaneers,
both of which Tennessee
is expected to rely on this
season.
Western offensive coordinator Walter Wells
said his approach to the
Tennessee game is to
prepare the offense to
execute its own packages
well and tweak based on
the Volunteers’ scheme.
“You go in with your
base stuff and have a
good understanding of
it,” Wells said. “If there’s
anything new that they’re
doing, you adjust off that.
Obviously there’s some
things that they can do at
Tampa Bay that they may
not be able to do at Tennessee purely personnelwise.”
See QUESTIONS, page 8

VOLLEYBALL

Western solid with outside hitters

By MIKE STUNSON

sports@chherald.com

Coach Travis Hudson said
that many coaches agree that
the outside hitter position is the
most important position on the
court, and if that’s the case, then
Western (2-2) is in pretty good
shape.
Senior Aquila Orr and freshman Jordyn Skinner are expected to anchor the outside hitter
position for the Lady Toppers
this season.
Orr was selected to the preseason all-Sun Belt Conference
team, while Skinner is a highly
touted freshman who Hudson
said is the most decorated recruit Western has landed since
now-graduated middle hitter

Megan Argabright signed with
the Lady Toppers in 2004.
“They are much different
players on the court, and they
took much different treks to get
where they are now,” Hudson
said.
Orr said she remembers what
it was like to be a freshman and
playing on a new team, and
she’s happy to take the opportunity to mentor Skinner.
“Any time someone is coming from high school to college,
it is a big transition, and I’m
doing everything I can to help
her,” Orr said.
Skinner said that Orr has
been a big help to her in adjusting to the college game.
She has been playing as an
outside hitter since she picked

up the game in childhood, and
Hudson said he’s impressed
with her ability.
“Jordyn is a great do-it-all
left-side hitter for us, and the
impact she has is, in a lot of
ways, everywhere on the court,”
Hudson said.
Outside hitters usually begin
a play positioned at the top left
and bottom right corners of the
court but are required to retrieve
balls hit to any location.
“If the team is in a bad situation, then it is up to us to get
them out of it,” Orr said.
Skinner said she loves being all over the place on the
court and being beneficial to the
team as a young player.

See OUTSIDE, page 8
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Senior outside hitter Aquila Orr, right, of Forest, Ind., has the opportunity
to train her replacement for next year: freshman Jordyn Skinner, left, of
Cutlerville, Mich.

